International Courtly Literature Society

Minutes of the General Assembly
17th International Congress
Vancouver, Canada
July 28, 2023

Attendees: Emma Cayley (President, EC), Patrick Moran (Vice-President, PM), Leah Tether (Secretary, LT), Lucas Wood (Treasurer, LW), Richard Trachsler (Encomia Editor, RT), Tamara Bentley Caudill (Media Specialist, TBC), Anne Salamon, Keith Busby, Vanessa Obry, Anne Rochebouet, Benjamin Pohl, Miha Zor, Thomas Hinton, Karen Pratt, Alain Corbellari, Ramani Chandramohan, Nathalie Koble, Isabelle Delage-Béland, Isabelle Arseneau, Sharon Kinoshita, Yasmina Foehr-Janssens, Valérie Fasseur (VF), Aminoël Meylan, Florian-Pierre Hardouin-Zanardi, Daisy Delogu, Patricia Price, Ariane Bottex-Ferragne, Julien Stout, Samuel Molin, Chris Callahan, Kaitlin Sager, Corinne Noirot, B.S.W. Barootes, Fionnuala Sinclair, Bailey Ludwig, Annie Doucet, Gloria Allaire (GA), Lori Walters, Guillaume Oriol, Lisa Sancho, Florentin Machut, Emma Cavell, Cheng Yuning, Yuanbo Wang, Rowan Steininger, Sarah-Nelle Jackson, Alicia Haniford, Louise Faymonville, Laurent Breeus-Loos, Jorn Hubo, Valeria Russo, Sára Horváthy, Eliza Hoyer Millar, Laine Doggett, Karen Casebier, Elizabeth Woodward, Julie Human, Inès Conti, Melita Lajqi, Dorothea Kullmann, Samantha Olive, Holly Dempster-Edwards, Aurélien Berset, Marion Uhlig, Kathy Krause, Anne Berthelot, Kim Labelle, Philippe Frieden, Sandy Maillard, Pauline Quarroz, Marco Veneziale, Sarah-Grace Heller, Monica Wright, Sarah Anderson, Clint Morrison, Claudia Kovach, Megan Leitch, Leanne MacDonald, Julie Bévant, Pauline Philipps, Sébastien Douchet, Shiyuan Ma, Flannery Hope Jamison, Kirstin Burr, Megha Mazumdar, Paul Rockwell, Mary Mascio, Paola Scarpini

I.  Welcome							
EC welcomed members and offered thanks to conference organisers.

II.  Approval of minutes of 2019 General Assembly	
Minutes approved by the membership.

III. President’s report					
· EC requested a minute’s silence for members who had passed since the last GA: Ellen Friedrich, Bob Clark, Dhira Mahoney, Simon Gaunt, Amanda Hopkins, Douglas Kelly, Sam Rosenberg, Nigel Palmer, Johanna Green, Margaret McGowan.
· EC offered thanks again to the conference organisers, but also to the Executive Committee, both this and previous ones on which she had served, as well as national branch teams for their support whilst she had served on the Executive Committee over c. 20 years, and noted the particular achievement of the transition of Encomia to a journal.
· EC reported that the proceedings volume from the Exeter congress will contain 14 essays, and will be published with Liverpool University Press later this year or early next year.
· EC expressed a desire for Society next steps to include considering augmenting member recruitment, especially in terms of inclusivity and diversity.
	
IV. Secretary’s report	
LT reported:				
· total membership numbers of c. 400-450, based on the membership reports of 5 of 9 branches (British: 60; North American: 120; French: 49; German: 54; Belgian: 31).

V. Treasurer’s report			 			
LW reported:
· There has been no revenue since autumn 2020, and minimal expenditure, but this is not a sustainable position.
· The lack of revenue stream is due the fact that Encomia is now an open access journal. 
· Thus a source of income is needed. 
· Proposal to request $10 per member per annum to be paid by branches into the international account to help cover expenses of various types, such as conference organisation etc, but also to provide a centralised source of travel bursaries in order to flexibly redistribute funds.
· Proposal approved by members subject to more detailed discussion with branches (esp. those not in attendance).

VI. Encomia Editor’s report				
RT reported:
· Membership agreed at the last GA to look at changing the formula; a working party agreed on a scientific journal. 
· Options were explored with Garnier; free, open access was requested and granted on a 3-year contract, with 1 volume per year to be published.
· Only 1 volume published so far due to the pandemic (vol. 43); vol. 44 underway, so we are 1 volume behind
· Encouragement to members to submit articles soon! The journal is double-peer reviewed, quick and efficient. 
· Each branch has nominated two names on the advisory board. 
· Some submissions were rejected on the basis of quality – first volumes needed to be of especially high quality.
· Communications will go out re. style sheets (MLA for Encomia; Garnier’s style sheet for proceedings volumes).

VII. Media Specialist’s report				
TBC reported:
· A reminder of the website: iclsweb.org, where we can put news of publications etc – members should please send in details. 
· We also have Twitter and can retweet content to offer a platform for members’ research activities. 
· A brief history of ICLS from Ray Cormier from 1995 is on the website, which was looking forward to the Society’s 25th anniversary. Can we update for the 50th anniversary? Volunteers to contact TBC.

VIII. Presentation of Proposal for 2026 Congress		
· VF from the Université Paul Valéry Montpellier 3 proposed the hosting of the 2026 Congress by the Centre d’études médiévales de Montpellier with the collaboration of the Centre international de Musiques médiévales.
· Information given included an introduction to the team, a presentation of attractions of the town, including the manuscript library, and a proposal of the theme ‘savoir courtois’.
· Proposal approved by members.

IX.  Election of new international officers of the ICLS

The following elections to the International Executive Committee were made by the membership:
President: Patrick Moran
Vice-President: Leah Tether
Secretary: Vanessa Obry

The following ex-officio members of the International Executive Committee were approved to continue:
Editor of Encomia: Richard Trachsler
Media Specialist: Tamara Bentley Caudill

PM proposed EC as Honorary President and member of the Comité de patronage. Proposal approved by members.

X. Varia (Any Other Business)
GA asked whether there are archives of old programmes on the website. TBC confirmed that there were and offered to add any more that were sent to her.
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